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THANKSGIVING 


“The descendant of New England, be he there 
still, on the Western prairie, or across 
the sea, will evermore turn once a year, 
with tender feelings, toward the scene, and 
in so doing he pays his tribute to one of 
the grandest conceptions of family life 
'rnown in history.!? 


So one writer describes Thanksgiving. 


buncluont Washington appointed a day of 
Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 26 in 1789, 
President Lincoln appointed the last day of 
iovember in 1864, and each president has 
followed his example. 


Here in Connecticut, among our stone-walled 
farms that are monuments to our fathers! 
toil; here where the sea breeze mingles 

with the sweet scent of the woodlands, let 


Us examine ourselves on this day and try to 


put our own little world in order. Let us 
try to understand our relationship to the 
rest of mankind. Let us heed the words of 
the writer who advised: 


"Blow the wind from what quarter it will, 
this is the day of all the year when we 
should heave the deep-sea lead of memory 
into the past, take new bearings and de- 
pertures, and begin the reckonings of a 

new voyage. It is the day when we should 
he on good terms with all flesh, especially 
with ourselves--and the cook, It is the 
day when we should scare up all the celes- 
“ial turkeys roosting in our hearts, and 
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send one to es in the nei ghborhood 
who is poorer than we are, Today we should 
grate off the rinds of our selfish dis- 
positions; we should baste our worldly 
wisdom with large spoonfuls of the drip- 
pings of humility; we should lard the ten- 
derloin of our affections with the fat of 
benevolence; we should stuff the breast 
of our vanities with a dressing of know- 
ledge seasoned with godliness; we should 
rejoice that, although we have been broil- 
ed on the gridiron of adversity ninety and 
nine times, we are spared to see Thanks- 
giving Day with a clear conscience, a 
thankful heart, and a rousing appetite,!'! 


TALK ON LINCOLN 
PRESENTED AT ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Society was held 

at the Shaw Mansion on September 22nd. Re- 
ports were presented by the president, the 

treasurer, and the chairmen of the House 


~ and Groundsand the Whaling Committees. 


The following were named to serve as of- 
ficers for the coming year. 


Presidenteser.coeecee Dwight C. Lyman 
Vice Presidents,.... Edmund C. Johnston 
and Henkle S. Scott 
Recording Secretary. Miss Hazel. A, Johnson 
Curator-Secretary... Miss Helen |. Fraser 
TreaSurereescoaseeee Winthrop Bank & Trust 
Finance Board....... Herbert G. Huntley, 
Victor S. Johnson 
Earle W. Stamm 
Advisory Board...... Mrs. Charles H. Allen, 
Mrs. . Ellery Allyn, Mrs. Wilson 


Brown, F, Valentine Chappell, Mrs, Carl C, 
Cutler, Hiss Elsie Fengar, Mrs, Herbert G, 
Huntley, Mrs. Ralph Keeler, Mrs, James E, 
Maher, Edgar deN, Mayhew, E. Gorton Rogers, 
Henkle S, Scott, Carlton F. Small, Mrs, El- 
mer H, Spaulding, Miss Helen Whiton, Ralph 
E. Wadleigh, , 


In observance of the sesquicentennial of 
Abraham Lincoln's birth, the meeting fea~ | 
tured a talk, ''Lincoln, the man, his phil- 
osophy and his religion'', presented by Dr. 
Richard Lowitt, assistant professor of his- 
tory at Connecticut College. The following 
excerpt from Dr. Lowitt's talk will give an 
idea of the unusual quality of his address, 


'lincoln's inner life remained a puzzle to 
his contemporaries. He was the saddest 
man, and the greatest teller of funny stor- 
ies who ever sat in the President's chair. 
To those who knew him least, he was a care- 
free joker, who met every crisis with the 
words "That reminds me of a story,'' To his 
friends, he often seemed to be a man trying 
to outjest the heart-struck injuries of the 
nation's bloodiest war, To posterity, Lin- 
coln has gently been stripped of the cap 
and bells that hardly go with a halo. His 
jokes, it is said, have all become parables, 
and his sadness no longer seems personal, 
but a sorrow rising from his contemplation 
of humanity, like Christ's tears over 
Jerusalem,!'! 


The social hour following the program was 
in charge of Mrs. Alfred Young, assisted by 
Mrs. Huntley, Mrs. Lyman, Miss Marion 
Clarke, Mrs, Spaulding, Miss Winifred 
Whiton, and Mr. Scott, 


NOTE ON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 


As of September 22, the Society's member- 
ship totalled 212. Nineteen new members 
were added during the year. 


Applications for membership are welcomed 
at any time, Forms may be obtained from 
the Secretary, Miss Helen I. Fraser. An- 
nual membership costs $2.50 and Life mem- 
bership is $50.00. Your membership brings 
you the Quarterly Bulletin, entitles you 
to free admission to the Shaw Mansion and 
the reference use of the library, attend- 
ance at local meetings and the privilege 
of attendance at the quarterly meetings of 
the Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies in various parts of the state. 


. Tutionary songs. 


SOCIETY PARTICIPATES IN CONSTITUTION 
DAY OBSERVANCE 


The Society joined the Lucretia Shaw 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Nathan Hale Branch, 
Connecticut Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution in sponsoring a dinner meeting 
at the Mohican Hotel on September 24 in 
celebration of the 17I1st anniversary of 
the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States, 


Top ranking officials from the military 

installations in the area were specially 
invited guests, A male quartet provided 
a spirited program of little-heard Revo- 
The principal speaker 

of the evening was Albert E. Van Dusen, 

state historian and professor of history 
at the University of Connecticut. Mr. 


' Van Dusen presented a delightfully in- 


formal and informative talk on Connecti- 
cut's Fundamental Orders of 1638-39, the 
charter of the colony obtained by Governor 
John Winthrop, Jr. from King Charles I], 
in 1662, and the present constitution, 
adopted in 1818 and amended in 1953. 


Mrs. J. Warren Horton, Miss Hazel A, 
Johnson and Mr, Dwight C, Lyman repre- 
sented the Society as official hosts for 
this celebration, 


CAMERA CLUB ACTIVITIES 


The Mansion took on the appearance of a 
studio October 8th when the New London 
Camera Club set up its equipment and 
photographed many objects in various parts 
of the house, Flash bulbs popped and 
earnest camera fans concentrated on prob- 
lems of light, composition and dramatic 
values. The textures of the gowns dis- 
played on the recently acquired figures, 
the gleam of pewter, silver and china, 
soft light on old book bindings, the 
clean lines of early muskets, swords and 
harpoons--all these features challenged 
the ingenuity of this enthusiastic group 
of skilled amateurs, who work in black 
and white and color. 


The Club will meet again at the Mansion 
on December 10 to view the results of 
the earlier meeting, and to photograph 
the Christmas decorations we hope to 


have arranged by that time, 


The work of the Camera Club may provide 
material that can be used in the prepara- 
tion of postcards and colored slides to be 
placed on sale by the Society. Visitors 
are eager to buy souvenirs of this sort, 
and our..present stock is scanty and rather 
outdated. 


INTEREST HIGH IN STEAMSHIP SAVANNAH 


A request has been received by the Society 
from the curator of the Marine Gallery, 
Museum of the City of New York, for the 
loan of objects in our collection for an 
exhibition on the subject 'Two Ages in Ship 
Propulsion: SAVANNAH 1819-SAVANNAH 1959.'! 


The Museum is particularly interested in 
the desk presented by Robert Fulton to Cap- 
tain Moses Rogers, skipper of the first 
SAVANNAH, and a colored lithograph of the 
vessel. A visit from Mr. W. M, Williamson, 
curator of the gallery, persuaded us to 
aoree to this loan for a period of several 
months early in 1960. 


Coincident with this request is an expres~ 
sion of interest in Stevens Rogers, Water- 
ford born navigator on the historic cros- 
sing of the SAVANNAH in 1819, by pupils of 
the Waterford High School. Under the lead- 
ership of Mr, Robert Bachman, their history, 
instructor, the pupils are devoting an is- 
sue of their school paper to Stevens Rogers. 
They will visit the Mansion on the morning 
of December 8 to view the Fulton desk and 
other Rogers memorabilia, and to learn a 
bit more of the SAVANNAH story. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Frank Braynard of the Ameri- 
can Merchant Marine Institute in New York, 
is working on a book about the SAVANNAH and 
the Captains Rogers. 


A PARTIAL LIST OF GIFTS 
RECEIVED DURING 1959 


Whaling trunk(1855)..Mr. and Mrs. Asa A, 
Goddard 
Petit point bag......Mrs. Ralph Keeler 
Eagle back chair.....Estate of Miss Anna L, 
Nevins 
Print of map of Shaw Farm, Waterford, pre- 
pared by Dabol!l & Crandall 
Estate of Miss Nevins 
Hempstead House postcards..Miss Ruth W, 
Newcomb 
New London postcards,.Mr. Charles B. Palmer, 
Old Lyme 


Photographic prints Ae negatives of Old 
Town Mill and Ocean Beach (1899)... 
Miss Louise Potter, Thetford Center, 
Vermont 

Upholstered chair from sain steamer, 
City of Worcester..Dr. Frank E. Wilson 


Genealogical material 
Wolcott family genealogy..Mrs. Ralph 
Keeler 
Stark-Williams lineage chart, Groton, 
Conn. and Guilford, Vermont... Miss 
Edna M. Northrop and Miss Eunice M, 
Lamb, Grosse Pointe, Mich. 


Buoks , Periodicals and Pamphlets 


fonnecticut College Library 

Mr. Paul Grady, Greenwich 

Mr. Lee Powers Hynes, Haddonfield, N. J. 
Mrs. Ralph Keeler 

Mr. Frederick Leffingwell, 
Miss Ruth Wl, Newcomb 

Mrs. Robinson 

Mr. Arthur B, Tourtellot, N. Y. 
Mr. Raymond J. Walker 

Mr. W. M. Williamson, N. Y. 

Mr. Rawson \i, Haddon, Waterbury 


Norwich 


BROOKLYN CHURCH CENTER OF INTEREST 
AT MEETING 


An invitation from the Unitarian Fellow- 
ship of Northeastern Connecticut to a 
meeting on September 20 in the church on 
the green in Brooklyn, at the junction of 
Routes 6 and 169, served as a reminder of 
the historic interest and beauty of this 
colonial Connecticut church, 


Built under the leadership of General 
tsrael Putnam in 1771, 
is a fine example of colonial architecture 
and is one of the oldest churches still 
standing in Connecticut. The original 
plan of the interior with the beautiful 
pulpit on one of the long sides of the 
building is unique in Connecticut and 


perhaps in the United States. 


The church was originally Congregational, 
but became Unitarian in the great schism 
of the early 19th century. It was one of 
the very few Connecticut churches to cast 
its lot with the Unitarian movement in 
those early days of the denomination. 
church organization, which still exists, 
is the First Ecclesiastical Society of 
Brooklyn. 


The 


the Brooklyn church 


The building was severely damaged during 
the 1930 hurricane. The steeple, lost at 
that time, was later replaced and necessary 
repairs were made to the exterior, It was 
decided that a complete restoration should 
be made, and accordingly the interior modi- 
fications which had been erected in the — 
1550's were removed, leaving a shell of the 
outside walls. World War II interrupted 
the restoration, and since then increased 
costs have made it impossible to complete 
the work, although some progress has been 
made, 


Mr. Frederick C. Palmer of East Haddam was 
the speaker at this meeting, Mr. Palmer. 
Chairman of the Structures Committee for 
the Antiquarian and Landmarks Society, anc 
consultant for the restoration now being 
carried on at Brooklyn, spoke on colonial 
church architecture in the state and in 
particular on the unique features of this 
church, 


For Your information 


The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209 

The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 1 to 4 


Custodians in residence: 
Mr. and Mrs, Sidney Holmes. 


Secretary and Curator: 
Miss Helen |. Fraser. 
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DESTRUCTION OF LANDMARKS SUBJECT OF 
LEAGUE MEETING 


The fall meeting of the Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies at Middletown on 
October 31 provided a discussion on land- 
mark preservation, Mr. Elmer D. Keith, 
founder of the League, presented examples 
of the blatant destruction of historic 
landmarks, Mr. William Reynolds, state 
highway engineer, presented the position 
of that department, and Mr. H,. F. Randoiph 
Mason, president of the Woodbury-Old Wood- 
bury Historical Society, explained how an 
individual society can evaluate its land- 
marks. All three speakers agreed that it 
would be valuable to have a representative 
from the League who is familiar with the 
history of the state to acquaint the High- 
way Department with important landmarks 
that should be preserved before final 
plans for road building are completed, 

No solution has been found for the de- 
struction of landmarks by individuals on 
their own property, 


Mr. Wyman Parker, librarian of the Olin 
Memorial Library at Wesleyan University, 
spoke on Middletown as a post-Revolution- 
ary publishing center. Mr. William J, 
Van Beynum, president of the Middletown- 
Middlesex County Historical Society, pre- 
sented a list of basic books useful in 
the operation of an historical society, 


